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FOREWORD

Precise techniques for indexing scholarly works have been under development since

at least the Second Millennium B.C. and signature seals were affixed to the leading

edges of clay tablets at King Ashurbanipal's Mesopatamian library. The seals were

used to suggest content. By the late middle ages, notes were added to manuscript

margins along with chapter summaries. Alphabetical author/name indexes soon

followed. Few works remain to indicate the background for these important develop-

ments. By way of comparison, relatively more word lists, thesauri, have survived

which relate terminology - subject headings - for various disciplines, especially

for the military which features a long recorded history on strategy and tactics in

warfare.

If appropriately resourced (i.e., in human operator terms) ADPS can support any

retrospective or current indexing requirement. When performing such ad hoc

Herculean efforts it is well to recall indexing principles and thesauri concepts,

in keeping with future research requirements: the development for which needs to

be as precise as the read-only memory instructions for operating a coiaputer system.

This number serves as a follow-on to an earlier entry in the Special Bibliography

Series, SB 56, "Key to Periodical Indexes and the Titles They Index at the Morris

Swett Library," dated 15 Jan 79. Arrangement of this number is in three parts.

Part One deals with materials on index construction, Part Two with thesauri

construction. The final portion presents a citation to the registry of the

American Society of Indexers. Selections for this entry are from unclassified

materials of the library. Inclusion of an item, or omission, does not imply

USAFAS indorsement or sanction of the compiler's point-of-view.

LESTER L. MILLER, Jr.

Supervisor/Keference Librarian

William Shakespeare on indexing -

"An index is the baby figure of the giant mass."
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